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Clearance Delivery

CPDLC DCL

ÅCleared as filed

ïFlight Crew logs into airport at any 
time (Session established when 
next step occurs)

ïAs Clearance Delivery approves 
flight plan, a session will be 
established and the clearance is 
sent directly to flight deck

ïDispatch copy of clearance and 
pilot response is sent to AOC.

ÅRevisions to clearance

ïSimilar to CAF, revised clearances 
are sent directly to flight deck. Able 
to be automatically loaded by crew.

ïAll revisions and pilot responses 
are also sent to AOC immediately.

Pre-departure Clearance

ÅFlight cleared as filed

ïPDC is delivered to carrier via 
service provider (e.g., ARINC/SITA)

ïCarrier is responsible for getting the 
clearance to the flight deck

ÅRevisions to clearance

ïPrior to P-30, PDC is not sent and 
clearance is delivered via voice.

ïAfter P-30, PDC is cancelled and 
new clearance is delivered via 
voice. 

ïAOC either knows of revision 
through communication with flight 
deck or in some cases, through 
other means such as TFM
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Pre-Departure Clearance

AOC Files Flight Plan
FAA Approves PDC 

Flight Plan

Carrier Receives 
PDC and sends it to 

flight deck

Flight deck requests 
the PDC flight plan 

from AOC or  
receives from 

Paperwork
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ÅñCleared As Filedò

- Maintain Current Flight Deck Procedures for FMS pre-flight. 

- When the Filed ATC Flight Plan ñAò equals the DCL Clearance ñCò, 

then the DCL Cleared As Filed clearance  will be sent to the aircraft 

ÅIt is incumbent that the flight deck load matches the Filed Flt Plan

DCL
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Nominal High Level DCL Operations

AOC Files 
Flight Plan

Flight Deck 
Logs into DCL 

Airport

Controller 
Approves Flight 

Plan and 
Establishes 

CPDLC 
Session

Flight Deck 
Request and 

Receives 
CPDLC DCL 

and Responds

AOC Receives 
all Uplinks and 

Flight Crew 
Responses
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DCL CLEARANCES
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ÅFANS AFN logged in Flight Deck Requests Initial DCL via Clearance 

Request message (DM25)

ÅInitial (Revised Initial) Clearances:

- Cleared as Filed (CAF)

- UM79 ïCleared to XYZ via [SID/RTE INFO] Cleared to Destination Then as Filed 

(Non CAF Domestic/International Flights)

- UM80 - Full Route Clearance (Non CAF Domestic Flights)

- Non RTE info sent (DP, EDCT, EXPALT, ALT, DEPFREQ)

ÅRevised Clearances:

- UM79 - Revised RTE after XYZ Rest of Route Unchanged (SID and/or Trans, First 

part of route  changes)

- UM80 - Full Route Clearance (Entire Route Sent)

- UM83 - Revised RTE AT XYZ (Route AT Point to Destination mods )

- Revised DCLs ópushedô to Flight Deck

- Non RTE Revisions (DP, EDCT, EXPALT, ALT, DEPFREQ)

FANS CPDLC Messages
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Route Examples

Partial Route 

Revision 

(UM79)

Full Route 

Revision 

(UM80)
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AFN FANS CPDLC LOGON
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DM25 Example ïCrew Makes Req
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ÅAll initial and Revised DCLs messages sent to NOCs via CSP:

- Not an ATC Clearance

- Beacon removed

- ACK expected but not mandatory (Gate optional like done today)

- New ARINC 620 message (PDC format)

ÅAOC Systems Impacts:

- Dispatch Messages sent when DCL is uplinked

- Messages sent to airline at provided IATA address

Dispatch Messages
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Cleared as Filed Example ïFlight Deck

1. Clearance to Destination Airport 

and Departure Procedure

ïThe FAA will not uplink runway 

information, therefore, the SID 

must always be entered into the 

FMC manually.

2. Climb Via SID or Initial cleared 

altitude 

3. Flight crew should check filed 

altitude against CAF clearance to 

ensure it is the same. Changes to 

filed altitude will not be provided 

as revision

1

2

3
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ÅThese are clearances that are modified prior to flight deck receiving its first 
clearance. Will be sent in place of the CAF clearance.

ÅTwo main types of Initial Modified Clearances
ïRoute is modified to connect to field flight plan downstream
ÅUsually used to amend the initial portion of the route (e.g., changing departure gates)

ïFull route amendment or downstream amendment

ÅIn both cases, the route change will be menu-loadable by the flight crew

Initial Modified Clearances

Depiction of a revision to the initial portion 

of the DCL


